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In a Nutshell:  Rice University

Location: Houston, Texas (urban, near Texas Medical Center)  

Web Address:  www.rice.edu

Undergraduate Population: 3900
Programs of Interest: engineering, music, science, architecture (6 yr program – get BA, then go aboard for yr 5, and  back on campus yr 6), English, history, sociology, space physics, math, computer science, political science, economics
Tuition: $49,112 Room & Board: $14,140 - has a $3.2 billion endowment

Athletics:  Division I – Conference USA (baseball, track, basketball, women’s volleyball)

Private or Public: private

Percent Male/Female:  51.9/48.1
Greek: no

Geographical Diversity: 44% out of state, biggest populations are from Texas, California and Florida. Also DC and NJ deposits picking up. No ethnic or cultural majority on campus. Diverse 7% international (12% of Class of 2018 are international) (55% of Class of 2018 are out of state, US territories, International)
Ethnic Diversity: 30% Caucasian
Student/Faculty ratio: 6/1
Also on Campus: 2861 grad students -  includes school of management (MBA
New: Neuroscience is not a major, as is engineering design. Continuing Studies building, Opera House, Tennis Center and the School of Social Sciences building; gradually renovating residential colleges; $50M gift to be used to develop leadership skills for every student - will assess the strengths of each student as a freshman and then develop those strengths over four years through a custom plan that includes classroom instruction, personal coaches and real-world experience.
Admission information: 713.348.7423
 


Application Deadline:  ED Nov 1 (interview request by Nov 1 for on campus; Nov 3 for off campus but must submit application by Nov 1) – accept, defer, deny; RD Jan 1 (interview request by Dec 15) ; Shepherd School of Music Dec 1 with audition request form  RD Jan 1; Rice/Baylor medical Scholars Program Dec 1 

Application Type: Common App, Coalition Application
GPA: 81% in top 5% of h.s. class

Tests: Class of 2021: middle 50% SAT EBRW 710-770, math 730-790, ACT 33-34. Class of 2020: old SAT middle 50% critical reading 710-790, math 730-800, writing 700-790; ACT 33-35 (looks at composite); two subject tests recommended; subject tests should relate to area students wants to study; esp. for science and engineering; most students applying for science and engineering have or are taking calculus in h.s. – see below for more information; requires all scores from SAT testing 

Portfolio required for architecture; audition for music
Rice/Baylor Medical Scholars Program - 4 years Rice and 4 yrs at Baylor College of Medicine across the street - highly selective - 6 or so per yr from several hundred to 1000 apps

DEMONSTRATED INTEREST important
Interview: optional but strongly recommended;  on campus by Rice Senior interviewers (student leaders)  or admission staff members;  alumni interviews off campus

Scholarships are related to qualities: research, service, leadership, diversity – automatically considered for awards, do not have to apply
Century Scholarship Program - incoming frosh matched with profs - do research for two years – automatically considered when apply; also has an undergrad scholarship program for juniors and seniors

Apply to one of six academic divisions: architecture, engineering, humanities, music, natural sciences, or social sciences – may change major or division – ideally, would like to see BC calculus especially for engineering. Right now, bioengineering is the most popular academic major
For music, school is looking for a range of instruments
F.A: FAFSA, CSS Profile, Rice app; need blind admission, meets full need; if income is over $80,000, aps loans at $10,000 over the four years; 15% of students receive academic merit awards, typically $10-$13,000 a year; will offer need based aid to limited number of international undergrad entering Fall 2015 but no financial aid for international student applying ED
Acceptance rate:  Class of 2023: 2628 ED applications – apps up 39%, accepted 15.5%. 27,084 overall and accepted 2374 or 8.7% - lowest in history and 30% increase in apps overall.  1953/24,459 regular decision – 8%. Overall admit rate is 9%.  48% female, 33% Asian American, 18% Hispanic, 8% black. 40% Texan, 11% international
Distinguishing Characteristics:  

· 11 residential colleges: dining halls in each college, called Serveries, but can eat in any of them; social life revolves around the residential colleges – colleges have masters who are faculty members – about 100 in each from all grades – 72% live on campus; random assignment into the 11 residential colleges, so there is diversity in the residential colleges. Each has a student government that manages a $40,000 budget. The colleges compete in intramural sports. There are traditions, such as Rice Christmas at Baker College which occurs in September
· Schools of Humanities, Social Sciences, Architecture, Music, Natural Sciences, Engineering and interdepartmental majors. STEM and engineering are popular majors and what the school is known for, but increasingly many STEM majors are also studying the humanities. Music is conservatory style and only has room for 25 students per year. Very strong music school and well known. 
· Students are considered in context of area of interest when apply but all come in undecided and there is flexibility in then choosing the college of interest. Can change one’s mind. Only exceptions are architecture, which requires a portfolio, and music, which requires an audition

· Flexible curriculum. Must take three classes in each of the three areas of humanities, social sciences and natural sciences, but students have freedom to choose which ones

· Never cancels a class, even if only one student has enrolled

· Around 20% double major; there are about 23 minors that include Jewish Studies, and Museums and Cultural Heritage
· Engineering is around 60/40  m/f; civil and materials science are the least popular – few women in electrical and probably none in nano
· Moody Center – new arts center – the major is virtual and dramatic arts with theater as one of the concentrations; the residential colleges have theaters – one college can be known at the one that puts on musicals, another for Shakespeare; anyone can audition. School puts on around 20-30 performances per year. 
· Typically students live on campus for three years – guaranteed freshman and senior yr- juniors tend to move off campus and then return. 
· not a lot of students go to games: stadium seats 70,000 so hard to fill up; weekend social life is mainly on campus, but there is a light rail one block away to downtown Houston

· Rice Village behind campus where there are shops and food; school is in an upscale neighborhood

· uniquely beautiful – Italian classical in style
· Atmosphere said to be non-competitive
· Campus has a left sway but less radical than other schools; diverse; laid back kids who are academically intense but not full of themselves; accepting of all

· music is a BM, but once at Rice, can move into a BA in music; has a digital music studio

· campus is apolitical
· offers academic courses in entrepreneurship strategy and financing, extracurricular start-up workshops and a summer program for students seeking to start companies; multimillion-dollar “entrepreneurship initiative” to develop more courses and programs in the subject. And administrators say they hope to erect an entrepreneurial center to house classes and services supporting student projects.
· lots of language study available, like Farsi, Arabic, Hebrew

· one academic library on campus – central academic meeting place

· kids use bikes to get around, in addition to walking, also bus on campus

· every building has AC because Houston is hot and humid

· more trees on campus than students

· phys. ed required – 2 semesters

· Baker Institute for Public Policy: there are courses that students can take and the Institute hires Rice students to do paid research in public policy. 
· Student-run EMS service on campus

· Honor Code – most exams are unsupervised

· Math, physics and computer science are said to be most demanding majors 

· No grade inflation
· devoting resources to real world/experiential learning

· Center for Written, Oral and Visual Communication

· Has a Poverty Social Justice and Human Capabilities program through which students can work at an NGO

· Research opportunities at the Texas Medical Center next door and at energy companies 

· BioScience Research Collective - across the street - lab space, classrooms - Texas Medical Center collaborates - world’s largest medical center - area larger than downtown Dallas
· Neighborhood – Rice Village for shopping and food behind campus; Texas Medical Center on one side and a beautiful and pricey residential area to the other, with the museums of Houston close by, 

· Houston – has four major performing arts companies, 24 fortune 500 company HQs. It is very diverse and is the energy capital of the world and home to NASA, where students have internships and where many alumni work

· Doerr Institute for New Leaders – opportunities for students to get involved as early as freshman year

· LILIE -  for students interested in entrepreneurship and innovation - entrepreneurship lab for projects, leadership competitions (note that business is a minor at Rice)

· Good place for student who is driven on his or her own, bold, happy to look outside his or her area of interest.

Applicants who do not take the SAT Subject Tests will not be disadvantaged in the review process. Those who elect to take SAT Subject Tests should submit official scores related to their proposed area of study as follows:
	School of Study
	Recommended Subjects

	Engineering
	Math + a science (preferably chemistry or physics)

	Natural Science
	Math + a science

	Architecture
	Any two Subject Tests

	Humanities
	Any two Subject Tests

	Music
	Any two Subject Tests

	Social Science
	Any two Subject Tests


This is a general guide only. Go to the college website or talk to a college representative for the most up-to-date information.
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